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Executive Summary 

The present report offers an overview of the global media coverage of UN Environment's 

flagship Emissions Gap report. Launched on November 3rd, 2016, the annual study measured 

the gap between countries' climate pledges and the emissions reductions needed to stave 

off the worst effects of climate change. It is traditionally published ahead of the UN Climate 

conference to inform governments' decisions there.  

Media monitoring period: November 2 – November 21, 2016 

Media monitoring languages: English, French, Arabic, Chinese, Russian, Spanish 

Top Figures 

The global media have published at least 4,764 articles mentioning UN Environment and 

the emissions gap. That is over 1,200 more mentions than the 2015 edition. There were two 

major peaks in media coverage: November 3rd and 4th, when the report was published and 

the Paris Agreement came into effect, and November 7th, which marked the start of the 

Marrakech climate conference, COP 22. 

The report was also widely quoted in relation to the US elections and their outcome, with 

various high-level journalists calling for strong action on climate change and warning of the 

consequences if future administrations failed to act. 

Over 2,800 premium media outlets in 115 countries published articles about 

the Emissions Gap report in at least 30 languages. 

The report was launched through a global press release and a press conference in London, 

which featured UN Environment Head Erik Solheim and Chief Scientist Jacqueline McGlade 

along with partners from the private and public sectors and the civil society. A minimum 

of 75 representatives of prime UK and global media were present, including AP, AFP, 

Reuters, a strong BBC contingent, Financial Times, the Guardian, the Independent, 

Le Monde, the Telegraph and others, in addition to around 200 participants from the civil 

society, business and public sector. The press conference was streamed live on UN 

Environment's YouTube channel.  

UN Environment Chief Erik Solheim and Chief Scientist Jacqueline McGlade gave one-on-one 

interviews to the Associated Press. 

UN Environment issued two media advisories, a press release in eight languages and two 

additional press releases: on the second 1 Gigaton Coalition report and on Cancun pledges.   

The Emissions Gap press release, including Erik Solheim's quote, was picked up by all major 

news wires, including AP, AFP, Reuters and Xinhua, as well as major international and 

national media outlets across the world.  

http://unep.org/newscentre/Default.aspx?DocumentID=27088&ArticleID=36295&l=en
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/10013/1GT%20final%20PR.docx?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/10015/Emisssions%20Gap%20Cancun%20Pledge%20Analysis.docx?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
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The second report of the 1 Gigaton Coalition was quoted at least 130 times, by over 100 

news services in more than 30 countries including by Xinhua News Agency, Deutsche Welle, 

the Indo-Asian News Service, Inter Press Service, the Nation (Pakistan), KBC (Kenya) and 

others.  All media clippings of the 1 Gigaton Coalition report can be accessed here: 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5WRGzSpTZmDNzJIWlBuaU1WV2c/view?usp=sharing 

 

Top coverage 

1. Global and regional news agencies 

 
2. North-American media outlets 

 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2016-11/03/c_135803735.htm
http://www.dw.com/en/unep-paris-agreement-could-fail-to-prevent-global-warming/a-36250321
https://in.news.yahoo.com/india-dithers-over-carbon-cut-plege-amid-un-134604574.html
http://www.ipsnews.net/2016/11/world-to-cut-gas-emissions-by-25-percent-more-than-paris-agreement/
http://nation.com.pk/snippets/05-Nov-2016/historic-climate-pact-enters-into-force
http://kbctv.co.ke/blog/2016/11/03/report-world-must-urgently-up-action-cut-greenhouse-emissions/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5WRGzSpTZmDNzJIWlBuaU1WV2c/view?usp=sharing
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3. European media outlets 

 

4. Latin American media outlets: 
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5. Asia-Pacific media outlets: 

 

 

6. African media outlets: 
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7. West-Asian media outlets: 
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Coverage Analysis 

Conversation Volume 

 

Media coverage of the report peaked on the day of its launch, November 3rd, with nearly 

1,700 articles published worldwide. November 4th saw the Emissions Gap findings quoted 

in over 1,000 articles dealing with the entry into force of the Paris Agreement. November 7th, 

the opening day of the Marrakech climate conference (COP 22), resulted in another spike of 

articles, totaling over 400.  

The media coverage after November 8th resulted mostly from post-election commentaries on 

Donald Trump's climate policies 

Audience 

At least 4,764 articles on the Emissions Gap report were published in the monitoring period 

by over 2,800 leading media outlets in 115 countries and in at least 30 languages. 

Broadcast media 

The Emissions Gap report was covered by some of the most prominent international, 

regional and national media, including BBC (International and UK service, TV and radio), 

FOX News, Al Jazeera, Bloomberg TV and Radio, ABC Australia and many more.  

The Associated Press produced a video package, which included interviews with Erik Solheim 

and Jacqueline McGlade and which was picked up by numerous TV stations around the 

world. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jz8IdoH7CFE
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Sentiment 

The 2016 Emissions Gap report revealed the breach between the declared emissions 

reductions and the climate action necessary to reach the goals of the Paris Agreement. It was 

a call to governments for more ambition and to non-state actors for intensification of climate 

efforts. 

The main message of UN Environment's media activities was that the emissions gap remains 

large, but can still be bridged with immediate, decisive action by governments and non-state 

actors. 

This idea was picked up by most of the important news providers around the world. 

The most influential article by AP's Karl Ritter called the Emissions Gap a "sobering report 

that warned of a human tragedy unless governments stepped up efforts to fight global 

warming."  

The AP video package included Erik Solheim's interview, in which he said the world was "on 

the right track, but not moving fast enough." 

Reuters' article was more pessimistic in tone, saying that greenhouse gas emissions were 

"set to bust" the Paris Agreement in 2030. It countered that notion with 

Jacqueline McGlade's statement that the emissions gap can "absolutely be filled".  

AFP's article also conveyed UN Environment's message, focusing on actions needed to avoid 

"climate tragedy". 

BBC's online, radio and TV reports carried the same message and quoted Erik Solheim 

as saying the Paris Agreement and the Kigali Amendment were not enough to stay under 

2 degrees Celsius. 

In its opening COP 22 story, CNN said the emissions gap was "the other election week story" 

and used UN Environment's tweet to illustrate the level of greenhouse gas emissions.  

The Washington Post called the report "the definitive study of how much the world is 

currently emitting, and how much it can emit to remain on course to meet its goals." 

The article said the findings of the report were "a grim mathematical reality", but it also 

featured a hopeful message by UN Environment's Chief Scientist.  

Some major publications focused mostly on the negative side of the report, stressing the 

dire consequences of inaction. Among them were: "Climate Headed for Catastrophic Change 

Despite Paris Accord" and: "UN paints apocalyptic picture of famine, war and disease unless 

world wakes up to dangers of climate change." 

Some major publications stressed the dire consequences of inaction. Among them were the 

the Washington Post, Los Angeles Times, CNN, Univisión as well as Bloomberg, who 

published the title: "Climate Headed for Catastrophic Change Despite Paris Accord" and the 

http://bigstory.ap.org/article/b59e952168e84907acf59961ea56fb98/un-huge-emissions-cuts-needed-meet-paris-climate-goals
https://youtu.be/jz8IdoH7CFE?t=18
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-climatechange-accord-emissions-idUSKBN12Y1BK
https://www.yahoo.com/news/deeper-carbon-cuts-needed-avoid-climate-tragedy-un-111016444.html
http://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-37849862
http://edition.cnn.com/2016/11/07/opinions/sutter-cop22-climate-change/
https://twitter.com/UNEP/status/794244837671366657?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2016/11/03/the-world-is-racing-to-stop-climate-change-but-the-math-still-doesnt-add-up/?utm_term=.e2190c048a9f
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2016/11/09/trumps-victory-shocks-international-climate-negotiations/?utm_term=.d0aaec8e1f0a
http://www.latimes.com/opinion/editorials/la-ed-trump-global-warming-paris-agreement-20161110-story.html
http://edition.cnn.com/2016/11/11/politics/climate-change-donald-trump/index.html
http://www.univision.com/noticias/planeta/en-el-ano-mas-caliente-de-la-historia-eeuu-elige-un-presidente-que-no-cree-en-el-cambio-climatico
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2016-11-03/world-climate-headed-for-catastrophic-change-despite-paris-deal
http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/climate-change-global-warming-united-nations-famine-war-disease-a7394926.html
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Independent: "UN paints apocalyptic picture of famine, war and disease unless world wakes 

up to dangers of climate change." 

Conservative and right-leaning media in the US, such as FOX News and Breitbart News 

limited themselves to re-printing articles by news agencies and did not offer their own 

commentary. 

Many media outlets used the Emissions Gap report data in their opening COP 22 pieces on 

the COP 22 conference to illustrate the challenge facing the delegates. Reuters, Al Jazeera, 

BBC, AFP, the Huffington Post, the Indian Express, Kommersant, Deutsche Welle and many 

more used this approach. 

 

Emissions Gap Buzzwords 

 

The phrases most frequently used in articles on the Emissions Gap were "climate change" or 

"global warming" and "world". The phrases "UNEP", "emissions" and "Paris Agreement" also 

featured often, with over a thousand mentions each. The absence of emotionally charged 

phrases or mentions of specific countries among the most frequent words implies a global, 

factual angle taken by most of the global media.  

 

 

http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/climate-change-global-warming-united-nations-famine-war-disease-a7394926.html
http://www.foxnews.com/world/2016/11/04/paris-climate-agreement-becomes-international-law.html
http://www.breitbart.com/news/climate-rescue-un-talks-get-down-to-business/
http://news.trust.org/item/20161107100422-33fup/
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2016/11/cop-22-turn-promise-paris-action-161107053828639.html
http://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-37888317
http://finance.yahoo.com/news/climate-rescue-un-talks-down-business-054705197.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/climate-finance-day-cop-22_us_581ef22ae4b0e80b02ca9949
http://indianexpress.com/article/world/world-news/after-years-of-delay-climate-talks-face-a-new-problem-3740883/
http://www.kommersant.ru/doc/3135708
http://www.dw.com/en/the-road-to-decarbonization-next-stop-marrakesh/a-36267916
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Coverage by Country 

 

With over 2,800 leading media outlets in 115 countries reporting on the Emissions Gap 

report in at least 30 languages, the launch was a truly global affair. Media coverage was 

spread relatively equally across the world.  Media in the US, China and the UK produced the 

largest number of articles with 20, 12 and 10 per cent of all coverage respectively. Australian 

media also demonstrated a high interest, producing 7 per cent of all articles and a large 

number of TV and radio reports. 

 
Number of articles on the Emissions Gap report 

 

 

US 
20% 

China 
12% 

UK 
10% 

France 
8% 

Australia 
7% 

Spain 
4% 

Others 
39% 
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Coverage by Language 

Number of articles on the Emissions Gap report 

 

More than a half of all analyzed articles were written in English – a result of intensive coverage 

in the US, the UK, Australia and Canada as well as by international media, such as Al Jazeera English, 

China Daily and AFP.  

  

English 
52% 

Spanish 
12% 

Chinese 
12% 

French 
11% 

Portuguese 
3% 

German 
2% 

Others 
8% 
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Selected Clippings 

Click on image to access article 

Associated Press (AP) – Produced a widely picked-up video package, featuring interviews with 

Erik Solheim and Jacqueline McGlade and the most frequently re-printed articles by Karl Ritter (on the 

report launch) and by Michael Astor (on the Paris Agreement entry into force). 

 

 

Reuters – Produced at least seven widely picked up news stories, including a highly influential article 

by Nina Chestney and Peter Hobson. 

 

http://bigstory.ap.org/article/b59e952168e84907acf59961ea56fb98/un-huge-emissions-cuts-needed-meet-paris-climate-goals
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/environment/Paris-climate-agreement-becomes-international-law/articleshow/55238587.cms
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jz8IdoH7CFE
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-climatechange-accord-emissions-idUSKBN12Y1BK?feedType=RSS&feedName=environmentNews&utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed:+reuters/environment+(News+/+US+/+Environment)
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Agence France Presse (AFP) – Produced three influential media packages: on the day of the report 

launch, on the occasion of Paris accord entry into force and on the opening day of Marrakech COP 22 

– all quoting the findings of the Emissions Gap report. 

 

 

  

http://www.rappler.com/science-nature/environment/151226-carbon-cuts-needed-avoid-climate-tragedy-un
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CNN – Quoted Emissions Gap in its opinion piece by John Sutter on the opening day 

of the Marrakech COP. It also published two editorials on Trump's climate policies, quoting 

the UN Environment report. 

 

 

http://edition.cnn.com/2016/11/07/opinions/sutter-cop22-climate-change/
http://edition.cnn.com/2016/11/11/politics/climate-change-donald-trump/index.html
http://money.cnn.com/2016/11/16/news/trump-climate-change-cop21-emissions/index.h
http://edition.cnn.com/2016/11/07/opinions/sutter-cop22-climate-change/
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BBC  – In addition to an online article by Matt McGrath, the Emissions Gap report headlined the 

British broadcaster's TV and radio news on local and national UK stations as well as BBC International. 

 

 

  

http://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-37849862
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Le Monde – Dedicated one of its viral interactive factsheets – Les Décodeurs – entirely to 

the Emissions Gap. 

 

 

China Daily – In addition to re-printing the news-wires' articles, published an opinion piece by 

Wang Yanfei centred on the global and Chinese transformation to green economy. 

 

http://www.lemonde.fr/les-decodeurs/visuel/2016/11/03/climat-les-alarmants-niveaux-d-emissions-de-gaz-a-effet-de-serre_5024781_4355770.html
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/bizchina/2016-11/05/content_27282300.htm
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Mashable – Major online-based news sources, such as Mashable, the Huffington Post (10 articles) 

and SFGate picked up the emissions gap story, publishing in-depth native content about its 

implications. 

 

 

http://mashable.com/2016/11/03/emissions-gap-report-paris-agreement/#836VfDVY9Pqj
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All Media Clippings 

can be accessed through the link below: 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B5WRGzSpTZmDVFFrcVJOWnZWWVk 

 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B5WRGzSpTZmDVFFrcVJOWnZWWVk

